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My Reverend Brethren, 

The " minister of Christ and steward of 
the mysteries of God*' stands pledged by 
engagements so awful, that every one of 
us by whom they are regarded with be- 
coming seriousness must tremble, in his 
attempts to fulfil them, under a sense of 
his own insufficiency. Where we are 
charged with only a personal responsi- 
bility, such a dread of falling short of the 
glory of God, must be the natural conse- 
quence of due reflection on the dispropor- 
tion subsisting between our feeble powers, 
and the duties of a Christian teacher. No 
elaborate argument is needed to demon- 
strate with how much greater force this 
observation applies to the occupier of a 
station which imposes on him, in addition 
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to his own proper ministerial charge, the 
superintendence of others in the fulfilment 
of their sacred duties. I speak not, be- 
lieve me, my brethren, the language of 
insincerity or affectation in affirming that 
my own mind is even painfully sensible of 
the weight of this twofold obligation ; and 
that two considerations alone enable me 
with any degree of confidence to under- 
take the duties with which I am here 
entrusted. The consciousness, I mean, of 
not having myself desired or sought the 
arduous post which has been assigned to 
me ; and my assured belief that God, 
whose Providence has conducted my steps, 
will give me grace and power, as I most 
earnestly and humbly beseech he will, 
faithfully to take the oversight of his 
Church, and rightly to divide the word of 
truth unto all followers of Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 

The present Meeting, as it affords me 
the opportunity of becoming personally 
acquainted with so many of niy fellow- 



labourers in this work, is one in which I 
find much cause for gratification. The 
advantages, which may be expected to 
result from this our introduction to each 
other's knowledge, will be, I trust, im- 
proved by my entering into some observa- 
tions on our ministerial engagements : 
first, of a general tendency, and secondly 
with a particular application; to our situa- 
tion in this Colony. 

The great purpose of the gospel, stated 
in a few words, is to bring back man to 
God ; to renew in his mind the image of 
his Creator in righteousness and true holi- 
ness; and thus- to subvert and expel that 
spirit of senscwlitywherebythe devil leads 
and governs those who are taken captive 
by hjutt at his will. The bounden duty of 
every mimster of the church of Christ is 
to deliver the message of the gospel with- 
<Mit evasion or corruption. More effectu- 
ally to MBl this our appointed work, and 
at the same time to furnish ourselves with 
a criterion for determining whether or no 
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will of Him, who, by the payment of an 
inestimable ransom, has opened the doQVS 
of our prison-house, and set; 9t liberty 
those whom ^^ the Scripture had con- 
cluded all under sin." 

We hear it sometimes maii^tained, aad 
an opinion prevails in many quarters, that 
the preacher who thus frames his discoursi^ 
with constant reference to one leading 
truth, must acquire a contracted style of 
thinking, and be confined within nanx?w 
limits. in his practical exhortations to god- 
liness of living. But sudi apprehensioi^s 
I must consider as founded either in pre« 
judice or mistake. In dwelling upon re- 
demption as the proper end for which 
Christ's blood was shed, and thus present- 
ing to men a view at once simple and 
correct of their condition under the cover 
nant of grace, we both explain to them 
most readily, in their just extent, the obUr 
gations arising out of thc^ coiidition, afld 
are enabled to urge them, by the miist ^pr 
propriate and persuasive motives, tofuli^} 



their pstf t in the engagements of that co- 
venant. ^ All inconsistency of conduct 
originates in mistaken impressions or in 
imperfect views ; in ignorance or foiget- 
fulness of our real situation and circum- 
stance. So true is this in a religious 
sei^e^ that it iB vain to expect men to 
mi^kemuich ad vance in practical Christianity 
oiiless they have a distinct comprehension 
of the relatK» in which they stand to God 
in Christ. That relation I would therefore 
recoxitmend to he frequently and expressly 
presented to* their attention ; and to be so 
incorporated with all your teaching, that 
the^iavour of the doctrine noDay be discern- 
ible evep when it is not avowedly or spe- 
ci^bally insisted upoft. Our representa* 
tions will be more effective and awaken- 
ing in^ proportion to their unity and 
sitnplidity^ the inseparable characteristics 
of Mihi; and by thus reftrring constantly 
to one primary and governing principle, 
WB shall attain the^vantage of a sy>stema^ 
tical style of preaching, wi<lK)ut tiie riisd^ 
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of that coldness and languor whkh too 
close an adherence to system is commonly 
found to introduce. 

Next in succession and importance to 
nncomiptness of doctrine^ I would place 
fidelity, r^^larity, and attention in the 
discharge of our ministerial duties. The 
exhibition of a becoming gravity of de- 
portment in the celebration of public 
worship, and the maintenance of due 
solemnity in the administration of the 
Sacraments, and of tiiie occasional offices of 
the Church, we may confidently expect 
will bring greater numbers, and with im- 
proved dispositions, to be the attendants 
on our ministry. Such conduct, on our 
part, will beget a feeling of respect and 
confidence on theirs ; and, as a natural 
result, will dispose our hearers to attend 
with greater seriousness and devotion tq 
the warnings and instructions which they 
receive from us» I can reckon indeed but 
few more effective causes of disesteem fqr 
the person, and disincUnatipn towards thQ 
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ministry of a clei^man^ than, ah opinion 
prevailihg that the offices he has to dis* 
charge are hurried over* merely as a task 
which he must perform, and without anj 
impression, upon his own mind, of their 
solemnity and importance. And can we 
feel surprise at this ? Can we reasonably 
ocpect the hearts of others to be siJOfected, 
when he who should lead and animate 
their devotions exhibits an example only 
of carelessness and languor ? It is, in the 
nature of things, impossible we should 
ever be looked up to with general reve^ 
rence, or obtain that influence over the 
public mind which is necessary to make us 
^ective ministers of the New Testament, 
unless: there be a prevailing persuasion 
that the object which we have really at 
heart is to advise and assist men to save 
their souls. To this end we haVe solemnly 
dedicated ourselves. Let it be this which, 
in sincerity and as in the sight of God, we 
fiiCfoBe to accomplish, and the benefit will 
lippear in the edifying tone of our eidior- 
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tations^ in the respect with which they are 
attended to ; in the beneficial influence 
ef oixr example : and, finally, we may 
hope^ in turning many to nghteousness^ 
to the saving of their souls in the day of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In no country • whatever is it .possible 
Amt a clergy man to fulfil all his duties 
within tlie walls of his church. .To- con- 
stitute him the freely^^hosen and efficient 
adviser, both: spiritual and tcitiipOral, f>f 
bis flock, he must be among, them during 
the week as* habitually ae be is over thopi 
on the Sabbath; His foot must be accuc^ 
tomed to the threshold^ his voice fafnilim" 
jto the ear, and a sense of his concern' for 
their welfare^ imprinted on tibe heart; of 
even^ the. least considerable person for 
whose soul be watches, as one that tnud; 
give an account I make these observa^ 
tiohs with a full perception of the difil^ 
culjies wbich here oppose this pastoi^id 
inte^OQun^,. but at the same time wii^.att 
equally strong conviction of its* greater 
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necesdity and importance in this eouotry 
than in almost any with which I am ac- 
qnainted. The impression conveyed to 
me by your official returns is, that th^9 
exists on the part of the remote settlera a 
very general disposition to attend the 
publi^i services of our Chufcbi whenever 
those services are brought fairly within 
their reach. But our Churches are 
few in number^ and placed at guoh 
inconvenient distances as greatly to 
impede, and too often wholly to frus- 
trate, their inclination. Sedng^ then, 
that ordinary circumstances ^unavoid- 
ably deprive isuch < numbers of quv peo- 
ple of all participation in our pMbHc 
worship^ and in one $t l^ast of the £(o}y 
Sacraments, how incumbent is it upoa us 
to call to mind thc^ solemn vpw of our 
Ordination that we will '<«eek for Qhrist s 
sheep scattered abroad, and for his chil- 
dren wlto are dispersed in the midst of 
this naughty world, that they may be 
saved through Christ fbr ever/' How 
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shall we acquit ourselves to our own con- 
science or in the sight of that great Shep-> 
hod of the sheep, if, knowing that so 
many are gone astray in the wilderness, 
we resort not to every practicable exertion 
to seek them but and to bring them back 
to the fold ? Especially are we bound 
not to decline these labours if it be true, as 
is confidently affirmed, that in many parts 
of the Colony removed from the reach of 
ministerial superintendence,' there is not 
only a decay of real piety, but even a 
want of the outward observance of reli- 
gion. Public prayers and exhortations 
are utterly unknown, and the sanctifica. 
tion of the Sabbath by its distinction front 
other days, is falling rapidly into disuse. 
This is a state of things which must, afflict 
the hearts of all who are zealous for the 
glory of God and the only true happiniess 
of man. But such profanation is not 
without a precedent under nearly similar 
circumstances, . nor without instructive 
warning as to the means of reformation. 
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tn the Charter of Incorporation granted 
by King William 111. to the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, it is stated, " His Majesty has been 
ct^dibly informed that many plantations, 
colonies, and factories beyond the sea* 
are wholly destitute and unprovided of a 
maintenance for ministers and the public 
worship of God ; and for lack of support 
and maintenance for such, many of our 
loving subjects do want the administration 
of God's word and sacraments, and seem 
to be abandoned to atheism and infide- 
lity." And who shall check the growth 
of these alarming evils here, unless we, 
my Reverend Brethren, in the service of 
God, and in an entire dependence upon 
Him, bestow the benefit of our ministerial 
attention upon the widest possible circuit 
which we can severally occupy ? Much 
practical good, I am satisfied, may be 
ddne by periodical visits to such districts 
as lie beyond the reach of your regular 
and ordmary ministry ; and by the cele- 
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bration, which I should gladly sanction, 
of Divine Service, and administration of 
the Holy Communion, wherever a suit- 
able station can be found, and a congre- 
gation can be induced to assemble. It 
will be productive of some advantage even 
to make these lonely ones familiar with 
the presence of a clergyman ; to shew 
them that there is pne at least who takes 
an interest in their welfare ; who comes 
among them, not from any inducement of 
worldly advantage, but solely through the 
love of Christ constraining him, to put 
them in mind of things eternal, and to 
enquire of them, lest they themselves 
should forget to ask, how stands the ac- 
count between God and their soul. Such 
intercourse cannot, it is to be feared, be 
of very frequent occurrence. Still it is 
our duty to think, that in many cases 
enough may be done to prevent that ge- 
neral relapse into ^' atheism^ and infide- 
lity,*' which, vsrithout some expedient, 
arising out of the 2e?tl of the Clergy here, 
is to be but too fearfully apprehended. 
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Neither, I would observe, need the in- 
tervals between these truly pastoral visits 
be left wholly unimproved, if care be 
taken to recommend the practice of pri- 
vate family devotion, and to afford in- 
struction and facility for the performance 
of it. The " Manual of Family Prayer*' 
by the present Bishop of London, is ad- 
mirably adapted to this purpose ; especi- 
ally if it be aided by the general circulation 
of the Scriptures, the Church Liturgy, and 
those other useful and edifying publica- 
tions which are on the list of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge. By 
the establishment here of a branch of that 
Society, all these are placed within gene*^ 
ral attainment, and may be regarded as a 
most probable inducement to occupy in 
edifying studies and devout exercises, 
many hours which would otherwise be 
passed in reckless vacuity, if not in the 
practice of positive evil. It may be gra- 
tifying to you to learn that, at the period 
of my latest personal intercourse with the 
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Society, a Committee, consisting of seve- 
ral most active, most judicious, and most 
experienced Members, had been appointed 
to revise the books and tracts published 
under the Society's sanction ; and as far 
as the efforts of piety, and of zeal for the 
general increase of religion . can effect it, I 
entertain a perfect confidence that those 
publications will be increased in number, 
in usefulness, and in every instructive and 
edifying property. Sensible as I am, 
from long connection with the Society, of 
its ready attention to every undertaking 
by which Christian Knowledge can ht 
promoted, I can safely pledge myself to 
the Clergy here assembled, and, through^ 
them, to the community at large, that 
every facility will be afforded in procur- 
ing such supplies of the Scriptures, or of 
other works contained in the catalogue, 
as there is any prospect of employing 
with advantage to the eternal interests of 
men. I can promise eqpal attention to 
applications from masters of families, and 
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others* having servants in their employ in ;^ 
parts of the Colony so remote as to debar 
them from regular attendance on public 
worship. I Jiave it much at heart that 
these facilities of obtaining sound religi- 
ous knowledge should be generally known 
and largely resorted to ; and I request — 
for it will have with you, I am certain, 
gres^ter force than an injunction — I re- 
quest your co-operation, my Reverend 
Brethren, in giving effect to my wishes. 

In enumerating the means of promoting 
Christian knowledge, a distinguished rank 
must be assigned to the truly Christian 
scheme of affording general education, 
founded on the basis of revealed religion; 
Upon any other system, the population of 
a country may acquire knowledge, but 
not wisdom. The only reasonable hope 
which we can entertain of diffusing reli- 
gious impressions and virtuous habits, 
rests on the continuance in full efficiency 
of those parochial schools^ wherein, while 

the elements of instruction are liberally 

* • ■. . 
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afforded, the youthful mind is trained up 
" in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord/' To these we must look as to so 
many fountains which will gradually pu- 
rify the waters of bitterness, of which'this 
land has been made the receptacle. Un- 
der this impression I recommend them to 
your assiduous care and encouragement. 
They are worthy of both in a very emi- 
nent degree : since the future religious 
character, I repeat, and therefore the real 
greatness and security of Australia, will 
greatly depend on the continued effici- 
ency of these institutions. 

Previously to quitting this subject, suf- 
fer me, ray Reverend Brethren, to pay 
one tribute which must, I am certain; be 
satisfactory to you all ; and the omission 
of which would subject me, in my own 
mind, no less than in your estimation, to 
the reproach of not having done justice 
to the acknowledged claims of another. I 
allude, you will readily perceiv*, to iny 
Predecessor in this Archdeacotiry^ I 
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shall 'not prostitute^ the situation from 
which I address you, by indulging in un- 
qualified panegyrics upon any man ; and 
were I even so disposed to do, for which 
however I can have no motive, the cor- 
rect taste and simple feelings of the indi- 
vidual in question, if he were yet among 
us, would lead him to be the first in re- 
pressing and reproving the fulsome de- 
sign. In common with the best of usp 
Archdeacon Scott was, I doubt not, liable 
to err ; but from an extensive acquaint- 
ance with what he designed and what he 
effected, I do not hesitate to express my 
persuasion that a man of purer intention, 
stricter principle, and less under the bias 
of seli^interest, never trod these shores. I 
would wish, howevier, principally to con- 
nect his name with the praise of having 
devised, and through maqy difficulties 
brought near to perfection, that system of 
religious instruction on which I am per- 
suaded the best hopes of this Colony re- 
pose. Let not those who are- enjoying 
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the benefit of his labours grudge him a 
distinction which he has fairly and ho- 
norably earned. You will not, I am 
certain, refuse to unite in this feeble but 
well-deserved testimony ; and in the. ex- 
pression of a wish that the virtual founder 
of our existing establishments for public 
education, may to the end of life enjoy 
the gratification of knowing that these 
his exertions are duly appreciated* . and 
that the monuments of his zeal, in the 
service of God and man, are extended 
and perpetuated by ours. 

I hope not to weary your attention by 
observations too much in detail ; but 
there are two subjects peculiarly and in- 
timately connected with our duties, and 
the maintenance of religion in this Colony, 
to which, before I conclude, it is neces- 
sary your attention should be directed. 
The first of these is the exertion which 
we are called to make for the reformation 
of the class of persons who are here expi- 
ating their offences under sentence of the 
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la*ir. Looking at their collectivfe ahd 
tontinuaUy iticreasing numbei*s, we can- 
not btat experiehee a sensation of shame 
at a spectacle so little honorable to • the 
principles and character of our age and 
cpuntry. But we must regard them in 
another light, and ask ourselves whslt 
claim these erring^ yet, under €k>d, still 
retrievable agents have upon our services, 
as we are accredited Ministers of One whof 
^ came not to call the righteous but sin- 
fters to Repentance.** To our natural feel- 
ings it may be a repulsive employment to 
be brought into contact with profligacy 
and vice ; and, for its correction, to i^rhre 
against the inattention, ridieule, 6r con^ 
tempt with which our remonstranlces are 
often received. ^Ul the minister of Christ 
teiist not be weary with wdl-deirig, nut 
ftint in his mind. All ihe day long must 
hfe hands be stretched forth to a disobe- 
dtent and gainsaying people, under a 
conviction that as aiiy human being i^ 
more involved in the snares of vfce, the 
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more earnest and uoremitting must be our 

endeavour to make him sensible of his 

« • 

slavery, and to point out to him that only 
path V by which he may return into '* the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God/' We 
must seek them out, since they will hardly 
make the first advance, and endeavour 
to convince them that we take an interest 
in their restoration to honesty and happi- 
ness ; that we are solicitous for their 
eternal preservation ; that far from enter- 
taining towards them any sentiment of 
neglect or contempt, we are disposed for 
their sakes to labour, if, peradventure, 
through our teaching, God shall give them 
a knowledge of the truth. Neither are 
these labours without hope,, or always 
without reward. Many of these unhappy 
persons have erred, less through settled 
malignity than from ignorance or mo- 
mentary weakness ; many in deep repen- 
tance have been made sensible of their 
(Criminality, and are ready, on the slightest 
encouragement, to obey the call, and to 
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return into the way of life. Many an 
Onesimus ^' which in time past was unpro- 
fitable, may again become profitable to 
thee and me; not now as a servant^ but 
above a servant^ as a brother beloved." 
Blessed is that man' to be accounted^ the 
efTect of whose labours as a minister of 
Christ is to give occasion for the joy 
which is in heaven '' over one sinner that 

repenteth/' 

' The last subject with which I shall at 
present detain you, is the condition of the 
native or aboriginal inhabitants of this 
counti-y. It is an awful, it is even an ap- 
paling consideration, that after an inter- 
course of nearly half a century with a Chris- 
tian people, these hapless human, beings 
continue to this day in their original 
benighted and degraded state. I may 
even proceed farther; so far as to express 
my fears that our settlement in their 
country has eveii deteriorated a condition 
of existencCf than which, before our in- 
terference, nothing more miserable coulcl 



ily be coQoeived. W hile, as the ooate^ 
gioo of European intercourse has extended' 
itedf among tbem, they gradually lose 
th^ bistter properties of their own charae-^ 
ter^ ' tUeyf appfear in exchange to acquire 
Bohei'but the most objectionable and de- 
grading of ours. The most revoking 
spectacle which presents itself to a^trati« 
ger* newly airiviog on these shores^ is the 
sight of their natural occupants reduced 
tB ft state of woitie than barbarian ^ild« 
neiss hy that fondness for intbxioating 
K^uoirs whi^h tihey imbibed from our 
example; and in reckless addiction tn 
which they are still encouraged by mAfkv 
-whbse superiority in knowledge oughtt to 
Itt^e been directed to some less unchri^ 
•tian purpose. But can we satisfy oin>- 
sel^e^ my^ brethren^ that we hare fulfilled 
alt' our duty ^while sudi a spectacle is 
exlMbited before us? Sh^l \ve look on 
joid see tihiein peiii^, without sd miineh as 
aa effort, for their preservation ? 'NatulttI 
and niuch more Ghnstian «q<vity poi^nts 



out tfaat.M in the oocupatiem ef ithmribii 
we are fMartiakers ^ tfa«ir'WjQirldly tfadngiii 
60 in justieed^oold they be of our »pirita^4 
AiS. through the tender laoroy of CMirGod 
the d^y^spring from on high: has vittted 
ti8> w^e are siQleiiinly 0iiga$«d to ini^t to 
th^iQ the. glorious beams of (Sospel^ triidt j 
to guide their feet into the way o£ fsao^ 
I sittx awiire oC attempt* h^rkkg bew 
undertaken 1 with this vieiv, • and of their 
abandoinmejit from-;a flebse^of «xistiiif 
di^Q<alti€i» .^4 de^p»9iir of &o»\ «ueoei% 
Untf frpiq the ^efy i»t«re oC tl^s ««d«ir 
taMng ohs^l^; weice to h^ ai|ti<^p«t«4^ 
Silvery >^d^ia^^B(^f^t:l ef the-GkHs^m 
wligiWi froflP* «U fiwt oti^n lo «**% d|^ 

«#tieAl whiic^ :io f^oetatsi^t^m^^..^^ 
fite tghiijisd iil9M^abJl0. l4$;^n»eU#{M^ i^ 

ha¥« hef a ; hflsti lEtewotHttoted ^ mh' 
mi9m^, iooh ritjipectittiMi. n.^i jinlir<>lw 
^^Wwdtied .flfiierAaU ftiireir|>;d6uMCiJl<^ai» 

iffNUie k«lM()S(aiidriiictii» 
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siderate disposition of the native tribes 
are in reality, more adverse to the recep- 
tion bi Christianity than those propen- 
sities which its earliest preachers had to 
encounter in the nations they addressed ; 
the obstinate superstition of the Jew, and 
the philosophic arrogance of the Gentile. 
But suppose them to be so, what shall we 
say ? , Shall we therefore desist 1^ Un- 
hesitatingly. I. answer. No. Persevere as 
you regard^ the honor of God, and as you 
yaltie thd souls of th^e your helpless and 
unhappy > fellow-^oreatures. The very 
ground ^ which we tread upon teaches us 
this lesson.' What does it exhibit but 

• ■ • ■ 

thfe ' sublime spectacle of the triumph of 
civilized ^ man over the ruggedness of the 
physical' wrorld? And shall the Christian 
philsmthropist despair of having, in Ood's 
good time, an equal right to rejoice in 
the success of his exertions to produce a 
moral reform, atid by spiritual cultivation 
to 'reclaim that human wilderness which 
extends on every side of us ? . The feeliiur 



which I derive from difficulties in such a 

« 

case, and would conimunicate tQ thosie 
around nie, is animation not despair. 
God works' in every dispensation for bis 
own glory, and in his own fore-ordained 
times and seasons; and his purpose \^ 
permitting the existence of such difEcujl- 
ties may be to furnish an immediate 
exercise of our faith and patience, andi, 
in their final subj ugation, a clearer mani- 
festation of bis own Omnipotence. As a 
believer in the Scriptures which assure us 
that >^ oufe of every nation, and kindreds, 
and tongjue, and pepple," the worshippers 
pf the Lamb shall proceed, I cannot be per-* 
suadj^d that here is one nation irreversibly 
excluded from a share of that privilege ; 
I canppt be persuaded, that when the 
religjpn of Christ is solemnly propounded 
as ** the power of God and the wisdom of 
God/' here is an obstacle to its progress 
which Eternal Wisdom did not foresee, 
and Infinite Power cannot remove ; or, 
that "when we have a plain command to 
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^ preach' the Gospel to every creature/' 
here is an entire race 6f immortal ikiid 
accountable creatures with respect to 
#h6ni >^e may dispense l^itb obedience 
to the injunction. Th6 duty is indeed 86 
cnahifest that I forbiear any further to 
ilistit upon it. The best mod^ 6f pro- 
ceeding may require more extended con- 
^det^tidn ; and otir future attetnpts may 
bd aid^d towards a prosperous issue by 
6bi&ervation on the causes of former failure. 
t hesitate not however to express my de- 
liire that as the Chuifch of Englandi is 
endowed with pre-eminent advahtag'es 
heire, she should justify the distfnetiotk by 
leading the way as a Missionaiy, and by 
becoming the mother of Missionaries who 
sihould Attempt die reeot^ery of this iax^ 
happy generation. It is with 6bd aloner 
to ^ve the desired increase. In diie tuiie' 
we i^l reap if we faint not ; and, lender 
Him/ 1 shall look to you, my Reverend 
brethren, when the suitable period arrives, 
as to the instruments by whoise aid thus 
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design of genuine love may be carHe^i we 
liope^ into successful opieration. 

Here^ therefore, I bring my obserTations 
to a close ; having first availed miyielf of 
tKe freedom which I v have displayed 
througliout, to riBittind you that however 
inconsiderable may fae ouf attainments^ 
or our individual importance^ yeik as we 
are invested' with a commission to preach 
the Gospel, and charged with the care of 
souls, our conduct and character will hsafe, 
for good or ill, a, very pbwCTful effect qn 
the interests of religion, and on the 
general feeling towards it As we -ne 
ordained for the giiidaitce and instruction 
of other men, our own actions will be by 
others narmlwly and jealously observed. 
Instead. of disputing their right to pass 
sufeh strictures on our conduct, it wiU be 
^^rdi that ihre strive to raise ourselv^ above 

<diem, by making it the constant object of 
our wishes, thoughts, and prayers ho 4o 
walk as to give none occasion for gaiii- 
^jaying ; and effectually to secure ourselves 
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from the mortifying sarcasm of ^' Thou 
that teachest another teaches! thou not 
thyself?" I urge, therefore, and adjure 
you in the name of that God and Saviour 
whom we serve, and as we must render 
an account of our ministry to him, to 
bear in constant recoUection the extent 
and solemnity of the engagements we have 
contracted* So far as in us lies let us 
stand aloof from worldly occupations, 
cares, and desires, that we may be able to 
apply our undivided attention and our 
whole heart to that one purpose of preach- 
ing the Gospel of Christ, and of promo- 
ting by it the eternal salvation of men. 
The prayer of my heart is that from every 
quarter I may hear of the diligence, the 
uncorruptness, the habitual piety^ and the 
edifying example of the Clergy of the 
Established Church ; and that they may 
be every where regarded as the promoters 
of whatsoever things are true and lovely 
and of good report* May they shine in 
this world as li^ts to which men look up 
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as to a guiding star ; and, having by a 
faithful and laborious exercise of their 
ministry turned many to righteousness, 
may they also shine hereafter as the 
brightness of the firmament^ in the king- 
dom of their Father for ever, through the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 
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